October 3, 1988 


Michael C. Dunn 
1514 17th Street NW, # 315 
Washington, DC 20036 


Dear Mr. Dunn: 


Thanks so very much for your informative letter of September 21st. I 
really appreciate your taking the time to share your knowledge with me. 
I apologize for not answering sooner, but I’ve been extremely busy at 
work. 


Your letter answers many of my questions and provided me with some 
great sources of information. I contacted the State Historical Society 
of Missouri at Columbia as well as the University of Missouri Library; 
they indicated that most, if not all, of the sources that you 
referenced are available at one or the other locations. Since the 
University is one of my customers, I will be scheduling a trip to 
Columbia in the very near future. [After the shellacking the football 
team took in Miami Saturday, I’1l make sure to stay away from the Field 
House. ] 


I had sent a photocopy of the scrip note and a request for help to the 
Director of the State Historical Society over a year ago, but never 
received a response. This was somewhat surprising to me, since I had 
been led to believe that he is somewhat of a "Civil War Buff". Anyway, 
that’s when I decided to write to CWTI. 


Your letter indicates that you know where White Hare, Missouri was in 
late 1862. A friend told me that a town by that name existed in 
several locations during the 1860’s. According to him, the list of 
Missouri Post Offices that he has shows White Hare as being in Laclede 
County in 1862. Your letter said that Rains was in the area of Granby, 
Pea Ridge, and Newtonia during September, 1862, and "This would seem to 
place Rains’ command quite a long way from White Hare at the date of 
the scrip." I must admit that I am unable to locate Newtonia. You 
also stated that Granby is "quite a bit south of White Hare"; I have 
written to the Historical Societies of Jasper and Newton Counties, 
Since I had seen a reference to General Rains as being from Sarcoxie. 
[Another letter from a CWII reader indicated that Rains actually 
operated the lead mines at Granby before the War. ] 


Is (or was) White Hare located in Jasper County? If I can pin down the 
location, then the county records would hopefully have some information 
about Mr. Horton, the Sutler. 


My main interest is numismatic, and my findings are aimed at a magazine 
titled, "Paper Money", published by the Society of Paper Money 
Collectors. However, if I can gather enough information about General 
Rains, I would love to submit an article about him and his exploits to 
CWII and the State Historical Society. 


Any further help and guidance you can provide will be most appreciated 
and certainly acknowledged. 


Thank you again for writing, and I hope to hear from you soon. 


Sincerely, 


Bob Cochran 
P.O. Box 1085 
Florissant, MO 63031 


5 October 1988 


Bob Cochran 
PO Box 1085 
Florissant, MO 63031 


Dear Mr Cochran: 


Thank you for your response to my letter. Your apologies for "not 
answering sooner" suggests to me that either the mails in Missouri are 
better than they are back here, or I've been jaded by years in Washington; I 
thought your response quite prompt; I'm still waiting for comments on the 
Nixon-Humphrey campaign from some correspondents. 


My comment on the location of White Hare was, frankly, based on CWTI's 
response which was published after your letter in the magazine, and which I 
assumed you'd seen. (I'm sorry to confess I can't locate the issue right 
now, or I'd make a copy.) In any event, their response on Rains was less 
detailed than mine, but they noted, as for White Hare (and I may not be 
quoting them exactly as I can't find the issue, but do have their reference 
work here) that White Hare appears on Plate CLX of the Atlas to Accompany 
the Official Records of the War of the Rebellion as lying southwest of 
Stockton, MO. I might add that, from looking at the map myself, White Hare 
appears (oddly, without a "dot" to show the exact location of the town) 
along Cedar Creek southwest of Stockton, maybe 43-45 miles west by northwest 
from Springfield and perhaps ten miles from Stockton and 30 miles northeast 
of Lamar. (The OR ATlas, as buffs call it, has been reprinted as The 
Official Military Atlas of the Civil War and can be found in many discount 
book stores for around $35-40; it's a popular discount item. If you either 
are particularly interested in the mid-19th century (since it gives you a 
good atlas of the whole US south of mid-Pennsylvania for the 1860s) or just 
love maps, it's worth the investment, and I'm sure you can find it in St. 
Louis. Otherwise, most decent libraries would have it; I'm sure the 
university libraries in your area would.) 

The Atlas does not show county lines, but based on modern atlases White 
Hare ust have been either in extreme southern Cedar County or extreme 
northern Dade County. Good detail maps should clear that part up. (As for 
Laclede County: both Cedar and Dade were created in 1841, Laclede not till 
1849, so it's not a case of the former being split off from the latter. If 
there was a White Hare in Laclede as a PO, it's a different one from the 
one in the Atlas. That doesn't tell us which is referred to in your scrip, 
of course.) 

Of course there may have been other "White Hares" in Missouri then. But 
if there was one in Jasper County, this Jasper Countian never heard the 
name. (That doesn't prove anything, though.) As for Newtonia, it was a few 
miles southeast of Granby (taking its name from Newton County) and was a key 
road intersection during the Civil War; at least two fairly significant 
battles were fought there during the war. As far as I know, Newtonia isn't 
there anymore; if the name survives, it's too small for somebody who grew up 
25 miles away (me) to have heard of. Since the only White Hare we're sure of 
is in the Cedar/Dade county areas, I'd suggest seeking more detailed county 
maps and then trying the county records for those counties. 

(By the way, since you're from Florissant: while the State Historical 
Society in Columbia will have the most stuff, have you exhausted all the 


university libraries etc. in the St. Louis area? I'd be really surprised if 
you couldn't find some of these books in a major place like greater St. 
Louis. ) 

If you haven't seen the CWTI response to your letter, I do recall that 
they mentioned that one skirmish had been fought at White Hare. This is 
presumably the one listed in Dyer's Compendium of the War of the Rebellion 
as "Skirmish near White Hare" on June 15, 1864 involving Co. E of the 6th 
State Militia and the 7th Provisional Enrolled Militia. (Dyer never lists 
the Confdederate units.) The Official Records (a set of which exists in 
almost every serious library) probably has details, if you're interested, 
but of course this is a lot later than the period of your scrip. 

I hope all this helps. One further suggestion: most major metropolitan 
areas have a Civil War Round Table for buffs. I'm sure St. Louis, where some 
of the first violence of the war occurred, must have a Round Table. If you 
can find them, you can find a concentration of CW buffs who are fully 
conversant with Missouri affairs (it's just personal/emotional with me, as a 
Missourian long living away from the state). Give them a try. 

If this helps, do keep me posted, especially if you decide to do more 
on Rains. Besides the Jasper County Historical Society (didn't know there 
was one) you might write the Joplin Mineral Museum and the Dorothea Hoover 
Historical Society in Joplin (don't have addresses, sorry), since Joplin 
being the nearest major town to Sarcoxie, they might have something, though 
Joplin (my hometown) wasn't founded till after the war. 

I know a paper money collector locally who is starting to get 
interested in the Civil War era. If you like, I could inform him of what 
you're working on, but he's not terribly conversant with Missouri, as far as 
I know. 


Yours, 


Hid 


Mike Dunn 


